
NEWSLETTER JULY 2025

La Strada International wishes to inform and update you on developments in the field of trafficking
in human beings and activities of the Platform and member organisations. We welcome your
feedback and input. Please e-mail us.

LSI NEWS

Forced Marriage Campaign
On 30 July, La Strada International, jointly with our member Open Gate in North Macedonia,
launched a campaign addressing (trafficking for the exploitation of) forced marriage and child
marriage in Europe. Following the adoption of the EU Anti-Trafficking Directive last summer, EU
Member States (EUMS) now have until July 2026 to qualify the exploitation of forced marriage as
human trafficking, if all the criteria constituting the offence of human trafficking are fulfilled.
Moreover, the new 2024 Directive on Violence against Women/Domestic Violence requires EUMS
to criminalise force marriage. Forced marriage is not a tradition - it is violence. It denies people,
especially women and girls, the fundamental right to freely decide whether, when, and whom to
marry. It often involves coercion, threats, abuse of vulnerability, deception, exploitation, and
violence. The campaign will run until 18 October 2025. See our recommendations.

LSI Joins EU CSO Anti-Trafficking Platform
We are pleased to share that LSI and many of our members have been selected for the EU Civil
Society Platform against trafficking in human beings. We appreciate the opportunity and look
forward to meaningful collaboration ahead. The EU Civil Society Platform was set up by the
European Commission back in 2013, and serves as a forum for fostering information exchange
among CSOs working in the European anti-trafficking field.

CoE Recommendations to the Netherlands
Discussed 
On 8 July, the Anti-Trafficking Division of the Council of Europe and the Dutch government
organised a round table in the Hague, to discuss GRETA’s 3rd round report and the related
Committee of the Parties (COP) recommendation and the Netherlands’ progress in combating
human trafficking. LSI, FairWork and CoMensha were present at the meeting.

Launch: Project HOST
On 15 July, the Project HOST - Tackling Human Trafficking in the Hospitality Sector was launched
in Athens, Greece. This EU-funded 24-months project coordinated by the Greek organisation
KMOP will focus on exploitation and human trafficking in the hospitality sector in 5 EU countries:
Greece, Italy, Spain, Cyprus, the Netherlands, and in the EU more broadly.

LSI MEMBERS NEWS

Highlights from LSI Members
FLEX's, new publication “Defra’s survey of the Seasonal Worker Scheme” reveals serious
questions about elements of the recruitment scheme, including complaints procedures,
debt, transfer processes and limited access to medical care. Earlier, FLEX also published
an analysis to UK’s Immigration Reforms which will create “an ever-more temporary
migrant workforce”, potentially driving exploitation and undermining workers’ rights. 

PAG-ASA - In recent months, several verdicts have been handed down in human
trafficking cases involving multiple victims. One case involved the construction sector with
15 victims (eight of whom were supervised by PAG-ASA), and another involved waste
sorting with 17 victims (10 of whom were supervised by PAG-ASA).

Anti-Slavery International invites people to run the 2026 London Landmarks Half
Marathon to help restore freedom around the world. You can still sign up here. ASI also
published a new report Platform economy: findings on the risks of forced labour for
workers exploring the exploitative structure and spread of business models centred on the
use of digital platforms, which are reshaping ways of working and facilitating labour rights
violations, exacerbated by the limited legal protections. 

Accem, in collaboration with the Instituto Universitario de Investigación Ortega-Marañón, is
opening a Master's programme on Policy and Management of International Migration and
Asylum. Apply until 28 September 2025. To mark the World Day Against Trafficking in
Persons, Accem launched the campaign “Prevention in Play”, spotlighting the hidden risks
of human trafficking in the context of major sporting events like the 2030 FIFA World Cup,
to be hosted by Spain, Portugal, and Morocco. The video highlights how the sports industry
- especially football - can become a gateway for exploitation, particularly affecting young
athletes from the Global South. Accem aims to raise awareness and equip companies with
tools to detect and prevent trafficking in their value chains.

CCEM has been supporting workers in a severe labour exploitation case in the French
champagne industry. Around 50 - mostly undocumented - seasonal workers from Africa
(Mauritania, Ivory Coast and Senegal) were severely exploited and housed in appalling
conditions during the 2023 harvest. On 21 July, the employer and two others were charged
guilty of human trafficking and sentenced to 1-2 years’ imprisonment and paying 4,000
euros to each victim. See more. 

WHAT IS HAPPENING?

US TIP Office & TIP Report at Risk
The Trump Administration has eliminated 1,353 State Department positions including of the US
Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons, known among others for its annual TIP
report, grading every country globally on the issue of human trafficking.

The report-writing staff of this office was apparently cut from 31 to 9 persons. The TIP office total
staff was reduced by more than 50%. The TIP heroes, who were expected to come to the United
States for the release of the TIP report, had their trips cancelled. This year’s report, expected by
30 June, has still not been released, without any explanation for the delay. It remains further
unclear how the TIP Office can continue operating, as now only a fraction of the staff members
remains. Read more on our website. 

US Federal Court Allows Lawsuit to Proceed Over
Qatar World Cup Labour Conditions
A US federal judge in Colorado has ruled that Filipino workers can proceed with forced labour
claims, under the Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act (TVPRA), against US-based
construction companies that oversaw FIFA World Cup stadium projects in Qatar. The ruling
clarifies an important legal framework for the extraterritorial reach of US anti-trafficking laws and
marks the latest development surrounding the 2022 World Cup human rights abuses. 

Final Year to Transpose the EU Anti-Trafficking
Directive
On 14 July, the first year of the transposing period of the revised EU Anti-Trafficking Directive
passed. EUMS have until 15 July 2026 to transpose the amended Directive. LSI and its members
are closely following the process, in particular developments around strengthening NRMs, or
establishing national focal points, next to following the required legislative changes.

Concern Over EU Omnibus Proposals
Following the EU Council’s earlier decision on the so-called Omnibus package - weakening key
corporate responsibility regulations like CSDDD and CSRD - there are now growing concerns that
the EU Forced Labour Regulation may also be targeted. The European Commission is reportedly
preparing a second Omnibus package focusing on sustainability, which is expected in autumn. A
call for evidence was already launched to gather input from stakeholders and the public to shape
upcoming legislation simplification. 

Earlier this month, the Ombudswoman has requested urgent explanations from the EU
Commission on preparation of the Omnibus Proposal, specifically to explain why there was no
impact assessment, public consultation, or climate consistency assessment, as well as why an
internal consultation between the Commission’s departments on the draft proposal lasted only 24
hours.

EU Parliament Creates Official Body to Probe NGO
Funding
Politico reported that right-wing groups across Europe express growing concern that NGOs are
using EU grant money to lobby for stringent regulations in areas such as the environment and
health. As a result, they successfully voted to establish a working group to probe EU funding of
non-governmental organisations.

Europol Cross-Country Operation
Europol reported a major operation against human trafficking across 44 countries resulting in
safeguarding 1.194 potential victims and 158 arrests. Authorities, led by Austria and Romania,
focused on human trafficking for the purpose of sexual exploitation, forced criminality, and forced
begging.

EU Shifts Towards Restrictive Migration Policies
The political climate in Europe has been changing, and the EU’s priorities are following suit. The
European Commission’s new long-term budget proposal calls for €74 billion for “migration borders
security,” at least €130 billion of military spending, and a €190 billion “external action” fund, in part
to push EU internal security and migration priorities abroad. 

Moreover, following the Parliament’s approval, the EU Council gave green light to start the EU
Entry/Exit system, providing law enforcement bodies access to data enabling them to verify the
third-country nationals’ identity. Read more about EU restrictive migration policies on our website. 

The European Migration Network Asylum and Migration Overview focus on key developments in
migration and asylum in 2024 in the EU.

UK–France Migration Deal Intensifies Pressure on EU
Asylum Policy
A newly agreed UK–France migration pact institutes a “one in, one out” pilot. The UK will return
up to 50 unauthorised Channel crossings per week to France and admit an equal number of
asylum-seekers with legitimate ties to the UK. France is also granted expanded powers to
intercept small boats, raising serious humanitarian concerns over safety and legality. The deal
bypasses EU-wide frameworks and will require EU approval. On top of risking undermining EU’s
legal coherence, rather than addressing root causes, the deal could force asylum-seekers into
more dangerous routes and prevent timely and accurate identification of trafficked persons.

Dutch Migration Policies: From Criminalising
Solidarity to Wasting Labour Potential
Earlier this month, the Dutch Parliament has approved a series of Asylum Law reforms proposed
by the far-right Party for Freedom (PVV), including an amendment that would criminalise providing
support to undocumented migrants. If also passed by the First Chamber, those offering food,
shelter, or assistance could face up to six months in prison. These changes also reduce
temporary asylum permits from five to three years, end indefinite permits, and restrict family
reunification and repeat applications. This harsh crackdown on migrants and asylum seekers
increases their vulnerability to exploitation and heightens the risk of human trafficking. Read more
via RefugeeHelp.nl. 

In stark contrast, the Dutch Migration Advisory Council released a report titled “Utilising Talents:
The Untapped Labour Potential of Migrants” (Dutch), highlighting that 330,000 migrants in the
Netherlands, about 20% of the total migrant population aged 25–65, are currently excluded from
the labour market. Half of this untapped potential includes asylum migrants, displaced Ukrainians,
and their family members. The report underscores the need for targeted policies to support labour
market integration, particularly through investments in Dutch language training and diploma
recognition.

CINCO Statement on the Suspension of the Right
to Asylum in Greece  
Following the suspension for three months the possibility to lodge an asylum application for
persons arriving in Greece from North Africa, CINGOs, of which LSI is member, published a
statement calling on Greece to immediately withdraw this legislative provision, which is contrary to
Greece’s obligations under international law. This provision violates the right to seek asylum and
the principle of non-refoulement, recognised as fundamental rights and enshrined in international,
European and national law. 

UNODC Survivors Forum
In Vienna, the Global Forum for Human Trafficking Survivors, convened by UNODC, adopted
a Call to Action to enhance protection responses for victims of trafficking by including survivors
and victims as experts, addressing trauma, providing sustainable support for recovery, tailoring
protection measures, strengthening legal protections and access to justice, and fostering
collaborative, cross-sectoral protection partnerships. The Forum, themed Voices of Resilience,
brought together survivor leaders, government representatives, service providers, and CSOs,
including several LSI members, to advance a survivor-centred approach, strengthening global
efforts to combat human trafficking. Find out more UNODC’s survivor stories: 1 & 2. 

La Strada International strongly supports the meaningful inclusion of victims in anti-trafficking
efforts, as this is essential to increase rights protection, ensure recovery, access to justice, and
reduce risks of re-victimisation. The International Community should support recovered trafficked
persons in establishing their own independent organisations, ensuring they have full ownership of
their narratives, solutions, and representation.

HRC Adopts Resolution on Impact Corruption
At its 59th session, following a letter from the UNCAC coalition, also endorsed by LSI as member
of this coalition, a resolution on the negative impact of corruption on the enjoyment of human
rights was adopted by the Human Rights Council (HRC). The resolution calls upon the HRC
Advisory Committee to develop concrete guidelines for implementing States’ procedural and
substantive human rights obligations to prevent and combat corruption, incentivising broad
consultations, encouraging HRC mechanisms to consider corruption’s impact, and stronger policy
coherence across UN bodies. Watch the adoption here (from 40:40) and read the resolution in
multiple languages.

Further, a preliminary version of a HCR Mapper was launched, a structured database that maps
existing HRC initiatives. Feedback is welcomed via: ohchr-hrcrationalization@un.org

Call for New UN Special Rapporteur on Contemporary
Forms of Slavery
The term for the UNSR on Contemporary forms of slavery is ending this year. A Call for
applications has been launched. Deadline: 28 August 2025. More details on the selection
process.

ITUC Urges Global Plan to Rescue SDGs
As preparations begin for the 2025 UN High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development,
the International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) is calling for urgent action to get the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) back on track. Trade unions are calling for a bold global
agenda that ensures decent work, universal social protection, just transitions, and the protection
of democratic rights.

WHAT IS NEW?

The International Dimension of Human Trafficking
A newly published European Migration Network study offers an updated overview of national
and EU-level responses to the international dimension of human trafficking. While it recognises
progress in victim identification, cross-border coordination and legal reform, it also sheds light on
persistent and emerging challenges, particularly limited access to legal migration pathways. Read
more here.

ECRE Calls for Gender-Sensitive Protection of
Trafficked Asylum-Seeking Women and Girls
ECRE’s published a new Policy Note, A Gender-sensitive Approach to Combating Human
Trafficking and Support Asylum-seeking Survivors in the EU, exploring how EU asylum and anti-
trafficking frameworks can better protect refugee women and girls who are at risk of or have
experienced human trafficking. The note analyses the revised EU Anti-Trafficking Directive and its
link with the proposed Facilitators Directive, stressing the need for gender-sensitive strategies.
Key recommendations for EUMS include: establishing gender-sensitive national referral systems
involving asylum authorities, strengthening coordination mechanisms and action plans, ensuring
access to asylum and protection from unsafe transfers under the Dublin Regulation, and
improving disaggregated data collection for more effective anti-trafficking efforts.

EUAA Factsheet on Human Trafficking
The EU Agency of Asylum released a fact sheet on victims of human trafficking in asylum and
reception, complementing the Asylum Report 2025. This publication indicates key developments
at the EU level, recommendations from international organisations such as GRETA, key national
updates, and recent case laws related to human trafficking. On the topic, the EU Immigration and
Asylum Law and Policy published “Vulnerability in the New Pact”, analysing the Migration Pact’s
use of the concept of vulnerability.

Civil Space Brief by OHCHR
OHCHR has published a brief on improving civic space and combating corruption by amplifying
civil society voices, with actionable suggestions on how States can bring CSOs to the table. The
brief also includes good practices of civil society engagement in relevant UN fora.

ECNL's new Learning Package on EU Law for Civil
Society
ECNL has just launched a new learning package on how EU law can help protect civic space.
This step-by-step guide is designed to help CSOs assess whether a national law or restriction is
covered by EU law, including the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU.

Report Warns of Religious Extremism Undermining
Democracy in Europe
The Next Wave: How Religious Extremism Is Regaining Power, covering 2019-2023, reveals how
a growing alliance of religious extremists, far-right populists, and oligarchic funders is reshaping
European politics. The report documents a covert, strategic effort to normalise religious extremism
in public life through media, NGOs, political parties, and public institutions, all under the guise of
tradition and care. It highlights the creation of ideologically driven infrastructures aimed at rolling
back decades of progress on sexual and reproductive rights.

CoE’s Recommendations Strengthen Child
Protections
The Council of Europe’s Steering Committee on the Rights of the Child published two new
Recommendations and an Implementation Tool aimed at strengthening the protection of the rights
and best interests of the child in parental separation proceedings and in care proceedings. These
tools reinforce the child’s right to be heard, supported, and actively involved in decisions affecting
them. They also address the systemic disadvantages impacting children in poverty, racialised
groups, LGBTQI+ communities, and those affected by gender-based violence or disabilities.

New VAW Prevention Programming Guide 
The UN Women and the Prevention Collaborative created the Violence Against Women
Prevention Programming Guide, a practical resource developed to support programme managers,
practitioners, specialists, and partners in making informed, real-world decisions when planning,
designing, implementing, and evaluating VAW prevention initiatives.

ICAT 30 July Statement on Organised Crime Behind
Human Trafficking
This July, the Inter-Agency Coordination Group against Trafficking in Persons (ICAT) issued
the joint statement "Human Trafficking and Organized Crime". The statement highlights the
challenges posed by organised criminal networks, examining their dynamics and the severe
impact on societies, particularly on the most vulnerable groups. It also outlines key
recommendations, covering prevention, the importance of data collection, victim support, and the
effective investigation and prosecution of traffickers.

Global Day Against Human Trafficking
On 30 July, the Global Day against Human Trafficking, UNODC launched its 2025 campaign
"Human Trafficking is Organized Crime – End the Exploitation", which highlights the critical role of
law enforcement and the criminal justice system in dismantling trafficking networks, while also
ensuring that the rights, safety and needs of those affected are respected and prioritized. You can
still join the campaign! A social media package is available, featuring key messages, graphic
design templates, videos, and visuals in multiple UN languages, to raise awareness and share
findings from the Global Report on Trafficking in Persons. 

Visual Storytelling for Rights and Migration
A Pathway to Compassion is a new comic to raise awareness about pathways for regular
migration, highlighting the story of a woman’s struggle to regularize her migration status
and the power of solidarity to drive change. Share the illustrations on Instagram, Facebook,
X, and LinkedIn. The comic is accompanied by a non-paper Leveraging Regular Migration
Pathways for Human Rights.

Down by Law: Criminalization, Solidarity, and Survival in Europe new graphic novel
depicts how people in Europe are criminalised for acts of survival and solidarity, from sea
rescue and sex work, to abortion and poverty. 

Publications
Retailers avoid responsibility for seafood slavery, illegal fishing and more:
SeaChoice’s new report shows how all, but one, major retailer are failing to address risks
in their seafood supply chains amid damning evidence of human rights abuses. The report
also found that half of the retailers still fail to trace critical information on all their seafood
products back to the source.

We can't keep ignoring human trafficking in war: OpenDemocracy new article by Julia
Muraszkiewicz highlights that despite human trafficking being a common element of war,
for both combatants and organised crime organisations, there is a systemic lack of
accountability during and after conflict. 

Do forced labour bans protect workers in supply chains?: New article by
OpenDemocracy reflects on forced labour bans impact on human rights, concluding that in
same contexts it can increase vulnerabilities of workers. 

Policing in the Online World: A new concept paper by Europol explores how the police
can adapt to the increasingly digital society. 

Safe and Free: Civil Liberties Union for Europe published a messaging guide for
communicators fighting violence against women. 

Red Flags Compass: The EU-funded ASIT project published an handbook with an
actionable guide to support practitioners to identify, support and protect victims of human
trafficking across Europe.  

Support Needed for Andy Hall’s Legal Defence in
Qatar
British migrant rights advocate Andy Hall, known for his work exposing forced labour and human
trafficking, was recently sentenced in absentia to 1 month in prison and fined in Qatar. The
conviction - related to defamation and cybercrime - stemmed from allegations he forwarded email
complaints about labour abuses during the 2022 FIFA World Cup. Hall is now raising €10,000 to
appeal the conviction in Qatar.

Calls for Input
EU: The EU Commission launched a public consultation for the new Gender Equality
Strategy 2026-2030. Deadline: 11 August 2025.

EU: Contribute to the European Commission’s Civil Society consultation for the 2025
midterm review of the Strategy to strengthen the application of the EU Charter of
Fundamental Rights and highlight remaining gaps and challenges, next to suggesting new
measures to further strengthen the Charter’s application between 2026 and 2030.
Deadline: 5 September 2025.

EU: The European Commission has launched a public consultation and a call for
evidence on the implementation and future direction of the European Pillar of Social
Rights, the EU’s roadmap for a fairer, more inclusive Social Europe. Deadline: 10
September 2025.

UNODC: To evaluate the progress of the UN Global Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking in
persons adopted in 2010, the General Assembly, the UNODC invites CSOs, academics,
and the private sector to submit written contributions, latest by 31 October 2025. Read
more here. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

10 - 12 September - Conference on Forced Marriage and Human Trafficking organised by
LSI and Open Gate, in Skopje, North Macedonia.

11 - 12 September - National Anti-Trafficking Coordinators' meeting organised by the
Council of Europe and OSCE, in Strasbourg, France.

15 September - La Strada International’s 30th anniversary.  

17 - 19 September - LSI NGO Platform, in Warsaw, Poland.

18 - 19 September - Second meeting of the Network of specialised lawyers and NGOs
assisting victims of violence against women in Strasbourg, France.

22 - 23 September - annual WAVE conference, Romania 27th WAVE Conference
“Feminist Solidarity and Collective Action: Reclaiming our Power to End Violence Against
Women” - WOMEN AGAINST VIOLENCE EUROPE.

24 - 30 September - 3rd Central and Eastern Europe & Central Asia Summer Academy on
Business and Human Rights, taught by leading BHR scholars and professionals. 

25 September - Human Trafficking, Cyber and Cyber-enabled Crime, 3pm CEST,
organised by Inter-Agency Coordination Group against Trafficking in Persons (ICAT).
Register to participate.

27 - 28 November - 10th European Migration Forum, in Brussels, by the European
Commission and the European Economic and Social Committee. CSOs can express their
interest through an online form until 8 September 2025. The exchanges at the forum will
relate to the EU Migration and Asylum Pact and to activities in the field of combatting
trafficking in human beings, protecting migrant workers, and EU funds for labour
integration.

Support us  
We are fully dependent on donations and subsidies. By making a donation, you will help us
continue our monitoring and advocacy work to ensure accountability for the effective
implementation of European anti-trafficking policies and the support to trafficked persons.
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